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whole bodies, as they were to be put in the bottom
of the pit, had been [206] the preceding day placed
under the scaffold, stretched upon bark or mats fas-
tened to stakes about the height of a man, on the bor-
ders of the pit.

The whole Company arrived with their corpses
about an hour after Midday, and divided themselves
into different cantons, according to their families and
Villages, and laid on the ground their parcels of
souls, almost as they do earthen pots at the Village
Fairs. They unfolded also their parcels of robes,
and all the presents they had brought, and hung
them upon poles, which were from 5 to 600 toises in
extent; so there were as many as twelve hundred
presents which remained thus on exhibition two full
hours, to give Strangers time to see the wealth and
magnificence of the Country. I did not find the
Company so numerous as I had expected; if there
were two thousand persons, that was about all.
About three o’clock, each one put away his various
articles, and folded up his robes.

Meanwhile, each Captain by command gave the
signal; and all, at once, loaded with their packages
of souls, running as if to the assault of a town, as-
cended [207] the Stage by means of ladders hung all
round it, and hung them to the cross poles, each Vil-
lage having its own department. That done, all the
ladders were taken away; but a few Chiefs remained
there and spent the rest of the afternoon, until seven
o’'clock, in announcing the presents which were made
in the name of the dead to certain specified persons.

““ This,” said they, ‘‘ is what such and such a dead
man gives to such and such a relative.” About five
or six o'clock, they lined the bottom and sides of the



